
SAC:	  Was	  the	  New	  Deal	  Effective?	  
	  
	  SUPPORT,	  REFUTE,	  MODIFY	  
Thinking	  as	  a	  Historian:	  Understanding	  Point	  of	  view	  to	  make	  an	  
argument	  	  
	  
In	  groups	  of	  2-4:	  
Team	  A:	  the	  New	  Deal	  was	  a	  Success	  
Team	  B:	  the	  New	  Deal	  was	  not	  a	  success	  
	  
Goal:	  build	  evidence	  to	  make	  a	  thorough	  argument	  on	  the	  four	  corners	  
	  
Document 1: Fireside Chat (Modified) 
Source: President Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chat,” May 7, 1933. 
 
President Roosevelt gave this speech over the radio on May 7, 1933, two months after 
he became president. He called these radio addresses “fireside chats,” and this was 
his second one as president. 
 
Tonight, I come for the second time to tell you about what we have been doing and 
what we are planning to do. . . . 
 
First, we are giving opportunity of employment to one-quarter of a million of the 
unemployed, especially the young men, to go into forestry and flood prevention work. . 
. . 
Next, the Congress is about to pass legislation that will greatly ease the mortgage 
distress among the farmers and the home owners of the nation, by easing the burden 
of debt now bearing so heavily upon millions of our people. . . . 
 
I know that the people of this country will understand this and will also understand the 
spirit in which we are undertaking this policy. . . . 
 
All of us, the Members of the Congress and the members of this Administration owe 
you, the people of this country, a profound debt of gratitude. 
 
Document 2: Business Man, Letter to Senator Robert Wagner (Democrat) 
 
It seems very apparent to me that the Administration at Washington is accelerating it’s [sic] 
pace towards socialism and communism. Nearly every public statement from Washington is 
against stimulation of business which would in the end create employment. 
 
Everyone is sympathetic to the cause of creating more jobs and better wages for labor; but, 
a program continually promoting labor troubles, higher wages, shorter hours, and less profits 
for business, would seem to me to be leading us fast to a condition where the Government 



must more and more expand it’s relief activities, and will lead in the end to disaster to all 
classes. 
Document 3: Interview with Cotton Mill Worker 
George Dobbin was a 67-year-old cotton mill worker when he was interviewed for the 
book These Are Our Lives, a book put together by the Federal Writers’ Project in 1939. 
 
I do think that Roosevelt is the biggest-hearted man we ever had in the White House. . 
. . It’s the first time in my recollection that a President ever got up and said, “I’m 
interested in and aim to do somethin’ for the workin’ man.” Just knowin’ that for once 
there was a man to stand up and speak for him, a man that could make what he felt so 
plain nobody could doubt he meant it, has made a lot of us feel a lot better even when 
there wasn’t much to eat in our homes. 
	  
Document 4: African Americans and the New Deal 
New Deal programs discriminated against blacks. The National Recovery 
Administration, for example, not only offered whites the first crack at jobs, but 
authorized separate and lower pay scales for blacks. The Federal Housing Authority 
(FHA) refused to guarantee mortgages for blacks who tried to buy in white 
neighborhoods, and the Civilian 
 
Conservation Corps maintained segregated camps. Furthermore, the Social Security 
Act excluded those job categories blacks traditionally filled. The story in agriculture was 
particularly grim. Since 40 percent of all black workers made their living as 
sharecroppers and tenant farmers, the Agricultural Adjustment Administration (AAA) 
acreage reduction hit blacks hard. White landlords could make more money by leaving 
land untilled than by putting land back into production. As a result, the AAA's policies 
forced more than 100,000 blacks off the land in 1933 and 1934. Even more galling to 
black leaders, the president failed to support an anti-lynching bill and a bill to abolish 
the poll tax. Roosevelt feared that conservative southern Democrats, who had seniority 
in Congress and controlled many committee chairmanships, would block his bills if he 
tried to fight them on the race question. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Document	  5:	  A	  Monthly	  Check	  to	  You,	  Print	  and	  Photograph	  Division,	  Library	  of	  
Congress,	  1935.	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Document	  6:	  Unemployment	  Statistics	  
	  Source:	  Gene	  Smiley,	  "Recent	  Unemployment	  Rate	  Estimates	  for	  the	  1920s	  and	  1930s,"	  
Journal	  of	  Economic	  History,	  June	  1983.	  
	  
Year	  	   Unemployment	  (%	  of	  labor	  force)	  
1929	   3.2	  
1930	   8.7	  
1931	   15.3	  
1932	   22.5	  
1933	   20.6	  
1934	   16.0	  
1935	   14.2	  
1936	   9.9	  
1937	   9.1	  
1938	   12.5	  
1939	   11.3	  
1940	   9.5	  
1941	   6.0	  
	  
Note:	  5%	  unemployment	  is	  considered	  normal	  unemployment.	  Even in good times, a healthy, dynamic 
economy will have at least some unemployment as workers switch jobs, and as new workers enter 
the labor market and other workers leave it.	  
 
 
Document 7: Photo by Gordan Parks, for Farm Security Administration,  
(southwest section), Washington D.C. African American woman in her bedroom 
	  
	  



	  


