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The Resurgence of Conservatism, 1964-2000
Directions: In this DBQ, you must compose an essay that uses both your
interpretatiou of Documents A-K and 3,our own outside knowledge of the period
mentioned in this question.

In the years 1964-2000, what factors contributed to the resurgence of
conservatism in American politics and government?

Use these documents and your knowledge of the period 1964-2000 to
compose your answer.

Document A
Source: President Lyndon Johnson, speech,
March 16, 1964,.

I have called for a national war on poverty. Our
obiecfive: total victory.

There are millions of Americans -- one fifth of
our people -- who have not shared in the abundance
which has been granted to most of us, and on whom
the gates of opportunity have been closed....The war
on poverty is not a straggle simply to support people,
to make them dependent on the generosity of others.

It is a struggle to give people a chance .... Because
it is right, because it is wise, and because, for the first
time ha our history, it is possible to conquer poverty, I
submit for the consideration of the Congress and the
country, the Economic Opportnnity Act of 1964.

~2~e Act does not merely expand old programs or
improve what is already being done. It charts a new
COHrSe,

It strikes at the causes, not just the consequences
ofpoverty.

Document B
Source: Presidential Election of 1964. (See text p. 922
for full-size map.)
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Document C
Source: Dr. Will Herberg, National Review,
September 7, 1965.

The country is still reeling from the shock of what
happened in [Watts] Los Angeles. Six days of ’raciaJ’
rioting, of violence uncontrolled and uncontrollable.
Thousands of Negroes running wild, burning,
destroying, looting ....

Internal order is the first necessity of every society.
Even justice is secondary to order, because without
order there can be no society and no justice ....

This internal order is now in jeopardy... . because
of the doings of such high-minded, self-righteous
"children of light" as the Rev. Martin Luther King and
his associates in the... "civil rights" movement ....

With their.., doctrine of "civil disobedience,"
they have been teaching hundreds of thousands of
Negroes that it is perfectly all fight to break the
law and defy constituted authority ffyou are a
Negro-with-a-grievance; in protest against injustice.

Document D
Source: Cartoon, President Lyndon Johnson Haunted
by Spectres of Vietnam, 1967.

Document E
Source: President Pdchard Nixon, presentation of two
Supreme Court justice nominees, 1971~

As far as judicial philosophy is concerned, it is my
belief that it is the duty of a judge to interpret the
Constitution and not to place himself above the Con-
stitution or outside the Constitution. He should not
twist or bend the Constitution in order to perpetuate
his personal political or social views ....

You will recall.., that during my campaign for
the Presidency, I pledged to nominate to the Supreme
Court individuals who shared my judicial philosophy,
which is basically a conservative philosophy....

As a judicial conservative, I believe some court
decisions have gone too far in the past in weakening
the peace force as against the criminal forces in our
society.... I believe the peace forces must not be
denied the legal tools they need to protect the
innocent from the criminal elements.

Document F
Source: ]usficeWarren Burger, memorandum on
Regents of the University of California v. Bakke,
October 21, 1977.

The Regents adopted their [special admissions]
program to accomplish a mmaber of commendable,
long-range objectives [of achieving the goals of the
admittedly compelling state interests of integrating
the medical profession and increasing the number of
doctors willing to serve minority patients], but as
presently structured, the program is one of the more
extreme methods of securing those objectives. The
program excluded Bakke from the medical school
on the basis of race and this is not disputed. I am
open to being shown how, consistent with the prior
decisions of the Court, we can escape the significance
of this fact.

Having come thus far, I am confronted with the
tactical consideration of how best to structure and
shape a result so as to confine its impact and yet
make it clear that the Court intends to leave states
free to serve as "laboratories" for experimenting
with less rigidly exclusionary methods of pursuing
desirable social goals.
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Document G
Source: President Ronald Reagan, First Inaugural
Address, January 20, 1981.

It will be my intention to curb the size and influence of
the federal establishment and to demand recognition
of the distinction between the powers granted to the
federal government and those reserved to the states or
to the people.

Document H
Source: Vladmir Lenin statue in Romania, 1990. (See
text p. 981 for full-size photograph.)

Document I
Sot~rce: Robert Samuelson, "The Enigma," The New
Republic, January 16, 1989.

By conventional measures, [Ronald Reagan’s presidency
has] been enormously successful. Double-digit inflation
is gone. The economyis in its second-longest expansion
since WorldWar II. Reagan championed the most
sweeping tax-reform in decades. He proposed -- and
Congress enacted-- a program of catastrophic health
insurance for the elderly and a major overhaul of
welfare. Abroad, he signed, the first arms control
agreement (the INF treaty) that actually reduces
nuclear stockpiles. All of these achievements enjoy
widespread bipartisan approval .... Reagan bungled
important matters, most obviously the budget deficits.
But these lapses were outweighed by his good
judgment on inflation, dealing with the Soviets,
and tax reform ....

His social agenda (anti-abortion, school
prayer), which often antagonized majorities of
Americans, was pursued half-heartedly....He didn’t
demolish the welfare state or end demands for
government services ....

Document J
Source: Ralph Reed, Active Faith: How Christians Are
Changing the Soul of American Politics, 1996.

The Republican Party’s pro-life position is a wirming
one that has given the party landslides in three of the
past four presidential elections. R has served the party
well and should not be retreated from, not ol~ly as a
moral principle, but as a purely political matter because
standing down would cost the party the support of mil-
lions of pro-family citizens. The pro-life community’s
hopes, however, do not hinge on the existing wording of
the GOP platform, but on the pr’mciple behind it, I have
supported the existing plank since 1980, and I will do so
again.... We will seek by all legal and constitutional
means to protect the right to life for the elderly, the
infirm, the unborn, and the disabled ....
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Document K
Source: Representation in the House of Representatives,
by Par~ 1964, 1980, 2000; Southern States

Stare 1964 1980 2000

Alabama R-5 R-3 R-5
D-3 D-4 D-2

Arkansas R-0 R-2 R-1
D-4 D-2 D-3

Florida R-2 R-4 R-15
D-10 D-11 D-8

Georgia R-1 R-1 R-8
D-9 D-9 D-3

Louisiana R-0 R-2 R-5
D-8 D-6 D-2

Mississippi R-1 R-2 R-2
D-4 D-3 D-3

North Carolina R-2 R-4 R-7
D-9 D-7 D-5

South Carolina R-0 R-4 R-4
D-6 D-2 D-2

Tennessee R-3 R-3 R-5
D-6 D-5 D-4

Texas R- 0 R- 5 R- 13
D-22 D-19 D-17

Virginia R-2 R-9 R-6
D-8 D-1 D-4

(Source: Clerk of the House of Representatives.)


