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CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.11-12.3 
Analyze the impact 
of the author’s 
choices regarding 
how to develop and 
relate elements of a 
story or drama (e.g.,  
where a story is set, 
how the action is 
ordered, how the 
characters are 
introduced and 
developed).

Perceptive 
understanding of 
the work and 
characters as well 
as the subtleties of 
their actions and 
their meanings 

Good 
understanding of 
the works used to 
analyze the 
character as well 
as some of the 
subtleties of their 
actions and their 
meanings 

Some knowledge 
of, or familiarity 
with the works 
used to detail the 
analyzation of the 
character
-superficial 
understanding of 
the characters, 
their actions and 
their meanings

Little knowledge 
of, or familiarity 
with, the works 
used to analyze 
the characters

Conclusion The conclusion is 
strong and leaves  
the reader solidly 
understanding 
the writer's 
position. Effective 
restatement of 
the position 

The conclusion is 
recognizable. The 
author's position 
is restated within 
the first two 
sentences of the 
closing 
paragraph.

The author's 
position is 
restated within 
the closing, but is  
ambiguous.

There is no 
conclusion - it 
just ends.

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.W.11-12.3d 
Use precise words 
and phrases, telling 
details, and sensory 
language to convey 
a vivid picture of 
the experiences, 
events, setting, and/
or characters.

Writer includes 
specific, appropriate, 
and accurate evidence 
to support his/her main 
ideas and thesis. At 
least one direct quote 
from research is used 
per paragraph from 
other readings.

Writer includes some 
specific, appropriate, 
and accurate evidence 
to support his/her main 
ideas and thesis. At 
least one direct quote 
from research  is used 
per paragraph; one or 
more quotes not the 
best choice.

Writer includes little or 
poor specific, 
appropriate, and 
accurate evidence to 
support his/her main 
ideas and thesis. One 
direct quote from 
article  is NOT used at 
least once per 
paragraph.

Writer includes none or 
poor specific, 
appropriate, and 
accurate evidence to 
support his/her main 
ideas and thesis. One 
direct quote from 
article is NOT used at 
least once per 
paragraph.

Grammar and 
Mechanics

-clear, varied, 
precise and 
concise use of 
language 
-no significant 
lapses in grammar, 
spelling and 
sentence 
construction 
-precise use of 
wide vocabulary 
and varied idiom 
and style 
-effective choice of 
register.

-adequately clear 
and coherent use 
of language 
-only a few 
significant lapses 
in grammar, 
spelling and 
sentence 
construction 
-some care shown 
in the choice of 
vocabulary, idiom 
and style 
-the register is 
generally 
appropriate for 
character analysis.

-degree of clarity 
and coherence in 
the use of 
language 
-some degree of 
accuracy in 
grammar, spelling 
and sentence 
construction 
-vocabulary is 
sometimes 
appropriate to the 
discussion of 
literature.

-the use of 
language is not 
readily 
comprehensible 
-many lapses in 
grammar, spelling 
and sentence 
construction 
-vocabulary is 
rarely accurate or 
appropriate.
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American Beauty
The characters that make up the film are varied and many.  Each of the characters is a 
pilgrim on the journey towards what each of them believes is “American Beauty.”  With 
this character profile you will answer questions and look through the eyes of both a 
Psychoanalytic and Cultural Critic to explain the motivations, actions and responses to 
each of these people.  In the form of an essay you will theorize as to what kind of 
person each of the characters is and also how they develop during the film.
What do they learn?
What do they value?
What lesson have they learned by the film’s end?
Explore these topics in your essay.  Support all that you say with details from the movie 
or cited supplemental sources.

Requirements:
1-page typed essay (3-4 paragraphs)
12pt. Font
Times New Roman

Answer the following questions per your respective character.  Use the answers 
from those questions to develop your theory (thesis) of who your character is or 
desires to become.  Type the answers and turn them in with your essay.

Psychoanalytic Criticism
1) What are the character’s patterns of behavior?
2) What examples of restricted emotional development does he/she exhibit?
3) Define a manifest/latent plot of your character?
4) What symbols are present?

Cultural Criticism
1) What are the stated and unstated cultural issues involved with your character?
2) How do their characteristic languages/ actions reflect their own culture?
3) What role does art/ music play in the life of your character?
4) What are the gender expectations of your character?  How does your character fulfill 

or reject those expectations?

Music: Use this section for notes on the music from the film.  We will have an overview 
and discussion of the music, but you will be responsible for looking up the actual lyrics.
Lester: All Along the Watchtower- Jimi Hendrix or Bob Dylan, American Woman- The 
Who
Jane: Use Me Up- Aaron Neville

Carolyn:
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